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Yullanga, Welcome.

I wish to acknowledge the traditional 
Custodians whose land the University 
of Wollongong is situated, the Eloura, 
Dharawal and Wadi Wadi peoples. 
I pay respect to our Elders past, 
present and those of the future.

The University sits under the shadow 
of Grandmother Mountain, Mt Keira. 
A place that has long been associated 
with teaching and learning and as a 
strong woman’s symbol. Beside Mt 
Keira is Grandfather Mountain, Mt 
Kembla which carried the strength, 
teaching and learning for men and 
young men.
JODI EDWARDS 
Yuin Nation descendant 
Raised on Dharawal Country



Welcome 
—

At the University of Wollongong we measure 
ourselves by the positive impact we make on 
the world around us. 
Every student who steps onto our campus has the potential to 
make this impact.

We believe education is a force for positive change in our 
society, and as we pursue excellence in teaching and research, 
we look to place our work where it can do the most good. 

This is part of why we’ve worked to create a place where 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students are respected 
for their intellect and potential to succeed, and where they can 
become global citizens ready to make change. 

PROFESSOR PAUL WELLINGS CBE
Vice Chancellor, UOW

We all succeed together. 
I am a proud Aboriginal woman from the Wiradjuri Nation in 
Central New South Wales and also the Director of the University 
of Wollongong’s Woolyungah Indigenous Centre.

At Woolyungah we are committed to increasing the participation 
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples in higher 
education, and we do this by delivering entry pathway programs 
for those wanting to study, and support services to Indigenous 
students enrolled at UOW and UOW College.

Woolyungah maintains a strong collegial relationship with 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students and staff to 
empower and create opportunities in tertiary education.

Whatever your reasons for further study, Woolyungah will 
ensure you will have the support, resources and opportunity you 
need to make it work. 

MICHELLE RUSH
Director, Woolyungah Indigenous Centre



WHAT IS THE ALTERNATIVE  
ADMISSIONS PROGRAM?
The Woolyungah Indigenous Centre’s Alternative 
Admissions Program (AAP) offers an alternative 
pathway for Australian Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people seeking entry into the University of 
Wollongong’s undergraduate programs.

WHO CAN APPLY?
Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander people over the age 
of 17 are encouraged to apply.

The Alternative Admissions Program welcomes 
applicants who:

1. Haven’t completed secondary school
2. Are not receiving an ATAR, and
3. Have not obtained the required ATAR score for their 

preferred course.

WILL IT INTERFERE WITH MY  
UAC APPLICATION? 
No. The AAP does not interfere with any UAC 
applications that you may have already lodged.

IS THIS THE SAME AS UOW EARLY 
ADMISSIONS? 
No. Applying for Alternative Admissions is different to 
applying for UOW Early Admissions. You are welcome to 
apply for both entry pathways as a means of increasing 
your chances of being offered a place.

HOW DOES THE AAP WORK?
The Alternative Admissions Program involves a two 
day assessment workshop. Applicants will be asked to 
complete literacy and numeracy exams approximately one 
hour each in length. Applicants will also participate in an 
interview with a representative from the faculty of their 
nominated course and an Indigenous member of staff. 

During the interview, applicants will be asked to talk 
about their interest in the course they have nominated to 
study and any relevant work, life or previous education 
experience. This information helps assessors consider 
the applicants capacity to engage with the rigour of 
academic study.

Applicants are encouraged to prepare for the interview 
by considering their motivation for study and their 
educational goals. To practise expressing yourself for 
the interview, we recommend talking about this with a 
careers advisor, friend or family member.

Entry via the AAP is not solely based on the grade 
received in the assessment tasks. These tasks allow us to 
measure an applicant’s current academic skills so that 
we are better situated in advising students on their study 
pathways.

Generally participation in the Alternative Admissions 
Program is likely to have one of the following outcomes:

1. Direct entry into the undergraduate program 
nominated by the applicant.

2. The opportunity to enter into one of two Enabling 
programs which are run by UOW College.
– The Special Tertiary Entrance Program (STEP) 
– University Access Program (UAP) 

Both programs aim to prepare students for the rigor 
and routine of university study to provide the best 
opportunity for success. Further information can be 
located on the UOW College website.

3. Referral to undertake a preparation course at TAFE 
to better equip the applicant for university. Once 
the assessment tasks and interviews have been 
completed, the faculty representatives will discuss 
the most appropriate program of study with each 
applicant. Formal offers are then made in writing. 
Throughout this process our student support staff 
may contact you by phone to discuss the progress of 
your application. In the case where entry into the 
University is not offered, our student support staff 
will be available to discuss another study pathway 
that may better suit the applicant and help prepare 
them for university study.

HOW DO I APPLY?
To be considered for entry via the Alternative 
Admissions Program you need to complete an 
application form and attach all required supporting 
documents below:

1. Confirmation of Aboriginality Aboriginal or Torres 
Strait Islander descent may be proven by: A letter 
with “Common Seal” signed by the Chairperson 
of an Aboriginal and/or  Torres Strait Islander 
incorporated organisation in which the applicant 
lives or has previously lived. E.g. Lands Council or 
Aboriginal Cultural Centre.

2. A personal statement of no more than one page, 
outlining why you would like to study your 
nominated course and  your educational aspirations.

3. A current resume.

4. Other supporting documentation
– Supporting documentation may include; copies 

of recent school reports, TAFE transcripts 
or certificates of previous qualifications, and 
references from previous employers.

– If you are a current or former HSC student it is 
essential to attach your HSC school reports and 
marks.

5. Creative Arts and Performing Arts Applicants need 
to submit the required additional application form 
and prepare a portfolio of material relevant to their 
proposed major, for review in the interview.

Alternative Admissions Program



ABORIGINAL & TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER
ALTERNATIVE ADMISSIONS PROGRAM
UNIVERSITY OF WOLLONGONG  
& UOW COLLEGE APPLICATION FORM

Personal Information 

Title:  

Family name:  

Given name(s):  

Gender:         Male         Female

Date of Birth: (dd/mm/yyyy)    /   /  

Are you:         Aboriginal         Torres Strait Islander

Contact Details

Address:  

Suburb:       State:       Postcode:  

Telephone:  Home:       Work:  

Mobile number:  

Email address:  

Education Information 

Are you sitting the NSW HSC or equivalent year 12  School Name:   
exam this year?

If so, please list the subjects you are currently taking. 

      

      

      

      

Are you receiving an ATAR?         Yes         No

Or

Have you received an ATAR/UAI in the past 2 years?         Yes – Please specify mark:           No



Study Preferences 

PREFERRED CAMPUS

Which Campus would you prefer to study at?

  Wollongong         Southern Sydney         Southern Highlands         Shoalhaven         Batemans Bay         Bega       

Note: Your preferred campus may not offer the course you wish to study.  
Find out where courses are offered at uow.edu.au/about/campuses

PREFERRED COURSE 

Please indicate the course you are most interested in studying at the University of Wollongong: 

If you are not sure which course you wish to undertake, you may indicate the area of study that best suits your career goals and 
personal interests. A member of our Student Support team may phone you to discuss this further. 

Students who are interested in the Bachelor of Creative Arts are required to bring to the interview a portfolio of material 
relevant to their proposed major.  

Performing Arts Applicants are required to: 

• Complete and submit a Bachelor of Performance Registration Form, and 

• Attend an on-campus audition or interview.  

Bachelor of Performance Registration Form can be found at uow.info/audition

Please consider informing us if you have a physical or learning disability. All information provided remains confidential.  
We would like the opportunity to discuss how the University can accommodate you. Please specify below.

Additional Information

Do you live 90 minutes in travel time (one way), or more from the Wollongong campus?         Yes         No

How did you hear about the Woolyungah Alternative Admissions Program? (Tick all boxes relevant)

  Careers Advisor/ Teacher         AEO (Aboriginal Education Officer)

  Newspaper – If so, which newspaper:  

  Careers Expo         School visit         Other – Please specify:  

ABORIGINAL & TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER
ALTERNATIVE ADMISSIONS PROGRAM
UNIVERSITY OF WOLLONGONG  
& UOW COLLEGE APPLICATION FORM



ONLINE APPLICATION GUIDE:
Apply online at uow.info/apply

1. Create new application – students

2. Complete personal details section 

3. Ensure you select yes to “Do you wish to apply for 
Woolyungah’s Alternative Admissions Program?”

4.  Complete contact details section

5.  Course application: 
– Course level: select – undergraduate
– Mode of delivery: select – on campus
– Commencement year – Enter the year you would 

like to start studying 
– Campus – select location where you would like to 

study
– Select course

– Select session – Date you would like to commence 
studying

6. Academic background and employment details:
– Country – Australia
– Institution – another university or tertiary 

education provider, TAFE NSW, etc.
– Qualification – type of qualification. HSC, Cert IV 

or Diploma level, etc.
– Completed qualification – select check box and 

enter completion date.
– Please attach academic transcripts or school 

reports as evidence of previous studies. 

7.  Employment Details – please attach a current resume.

8.  Please also attach:
– Confirmation of Aboriginality or Commonwealth 

statutory declaration
– Personal statement

If you have difficulty completing this application, please 
contact one of our friendly Woolyungah staff members.

ALTERNATIVE ADMISSIONS CHECKLIST:
Please ensure you have provided the following 
documents with your online application.

 Confirmation of Aboriginality /or Commonwealth 
statutory declaration 

 Personal statement

 Current resume

 Supporting documentation: (TAFE transcripts, High 
School reports)

If you are applying for a Creative Arts course, please 
bring your portfolio for your interview.

 Creative Arts Portfolio (if applicable)

Woolyungah’s Alternative Admissions Program 
assessment workshops run three times per year – April, 
September and November. Please contact our friendly 
Woolyungah staff for key dates.



CONTACT DETAILS

T: (02) 4221 3776
F: (02) 4221 4244
wic-enquiries@uow.edu.au

uow.edu.au/wic 
  facebook.com/woolyungah

The University of Wollongong attempts to ensure the information contained in this publication is correct at the time of production (July 2017); however, sections may 
be amended without notice by the University in response to changing circumstances or for any other reason. Check with the University at the time of application/
enrolment for any updated information. UOW College CRICOS provider number 02723D; UOW CRICOS provider number 00102E. UOW College is a trading division 
of ITC Education Limited (ABN 14 105 312 329) which is wholly owned by ITC Ltd (ABN 77 002 882 064) – an enterprise of the University of Wollongong


