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ORIGINALITY REPORTS IN TURNITIN 
This guide explains how to access and interpret your originality report, and how to resubmit your assignment to 
Turnitin once you have made the necessary changes. 

 

What is an originality report? 
When you submit a Turnitin assignment through Moodle, Turnitin generates an originality report. This report identifies 
how similar your paper is to existing works and provides information about the sources that it matches. To create this 
report, Turnitin checks your work against a range of sources: 

 

(Source: Rogerson, 2014) 

You can use your originality report as a guide to help you improve your assignment and academic writing skills. The 
report provides an overall matching similarity percentage and feedback about your work in terms of: 

• Content: Correctly acknowledging someone else’s ideas and writing 
• Punctuation: Correct use of punctuation to identify direct quotes that have been properly cited 
• Quality of references: Inclusion of recognised authors and well cited papers 
• Format of references: Presented in the correct format with all details 

 

Retrieving an originality report 
To retrieve your originality report click on the similarity percentage in the submissions page of your assignment link in 
Moodle. 

 

This will take you to the document viewer screen. 
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Interpreting an originality report 
Your originality report will provide an overall matching similarity percentage. This percentage indicates how much of your 
paper is matched to existing work.  The percentages in the sidebar provide a more detailed breakdown of the matched 
sources that contribute to this overall similarity percentage.  

 

The number and colour of the sources in the side bar match the numbers and colours highlighted in your paper. This 
indicates the parts of your paper that match existing content from the Turnitin database.  

 

If you click on the matching text within the paper, the matching source of the text will be displayed in a pop-up, and this 
will show you the matching text among surrounding text.  
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To view additional sources of the matching content, hover over the source listing in the sidebar and click on the circled 
arrow icon that appears. This will take you to the Match Breakdown view. From the Match Breakdown view, you can see 
additional sources that you may have used.  

For internet matched sources, you can view the original webpage by hovering over a match in the side bar and 
clicking on the circled arrow icon. Click the left arrow to go back to the Match Overview. 

 

To view additional paper information, click on the “Paper info” icon in the bottom left of the document viewer. Paper info 
will reveal the paper info number, when it was submitted, the word count, character count, the number of times the paper 
was submitted, as well as the breakdown of similarity index by database type.  

 
 

To the right of the paper info icon, you will see a print and download button. Click this button to download the originality 
report as a pdf 
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Applying originality report feedback 
Once you have viewed your originality report, it is time to correct any errors that may be contributing to a higher similarity 
percentage, including the following: 

 (Source: Rogerson, 2014) 

Upon correcting these issues and resubmitting your assignment, your similarity percentage will reduce.  

 

Resubmitting your Turnitin assignment 
If your assignment allows for resubmission, you can re-upload your assignment to Turnitin following the same steps that 
you would when you first uploaded your assignment. 

 

(Source: Rogerson, 2014) 

 Make sure that your assignment has the same name as the first file that you uploaded, and give yourself enough time 
because when you submit your assignment to Turnitin a second time, it takes approximately 24 hours to 
generate an originality report. 
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