
Information liberation
Challenging the corruptions

 of information power

Brian Martin

FREEDOM PRESS
London
1998



First published
1998
by Freedom Press
84b Whitechapel High Street
London E1 7QX

ISBN 0 900384 93 X

printed in Great Britain
by Aldgate Press, Gunthorpe Street, London E1 7RQ



Contents

1 Power tends to corrupt   1

2 Beyond mass media   7

3 Against intellectual property   29

4 Antisurveillance   57

5 Free speech versus bureaucracy   83

6 Defamation law and free speech   107

7 The politics of research   123

8 On the value of simple ideas   143

9 Celebrity intellectuals   164

10 Toward information liberation   172

Index   176

(The index is not included in this electronic edition since, due to
slight differences in layout, not all page references are correct.)



About Freedom Press

Freedom Press was founded in 1886 by a group which included
Charlotte Wilson and Peter Kropotkin. Its publication Freedom,
currently a fortnightly, is the oldest anarchist newspaper in
continuous production.

Other publications include The Raven, a quarterly of anarchist
thought begun in 1987, and some 70 book titles currently in
print. Authors range from anarchist classics like Kropotkin,
Malatesta, Rudolf Rocker, Alexander Berkman and Emma
Goldman, to contemporary thinkers like Harold Barclay, Colin
Ward and Murray Bookchin.

Subjects include anthropology, economics, ecology, education,
utopias, capitalism, the state, war and peace, children, land,
housing, transport and much more, and the arts are not
neglected. There is a set of portrait/biography cards by Clifford
Harper, several books of hilarious anarchist strip cartoons, a
book of photographs and a children’s story book.

Freedom Press is also the wholesale distributor for several other
anarchist publishers, and runs a retail bookshop in Angel Alley
alongside Whitechapel Art Gallery, open six days a week, selling
books on anarchism and related subjects from all sorts of
publishers, over the counter and by mail.

Please send for the Freedom Press Bookshop Catalogue, and a
free specimen copy of Freedom.

FREEDOM PRESS (in Angel Alley)
84b Whitechapel High Street,

London E1 7QX



Acknowledgments
Chapter 1: I thank David Mercer for helpful discussions and Mary Cawte

for obtaining reference material about Lord Acton.
Chapter 2 is adapted from “Beyond mass media,” Metro Magazine, No.

101, 1995, pp. 17-23. For helpful comments on drafts, I thank Stan
Aungles, Robert Burrowes, Mary Cawte, Edward Herman, Peter McGregor,
Will Rifkin, Anna Salleh, Carl Watner and John Zube.

Chapter 3 is adapted from “Against intellectual property,” Philosophy
and Social Action, Vol. 21, No. 3, July-September 1995, pp. 7-22. For
helpful discussion, comments and information, I thank Paul Carpenter,
Mary Cawte, Peter Drahos, Don Eldridge, Steve Fuller, Keith Graham,
Tony Lauck, Dave Ljung, Sandra Mercado, Brian Rappert, Jerry Ravetz,
Vernon Richards, Neil Rickert, Dave Roberts, Wendy Varney, David Vaver,
Ian Watson, John Zube and anonymous commentators.

Chapter 4 is adapted from “Antisurveillance,” Anarchist Studies, Vol. 1,
No. 2, 1993, pp. 111-129. For helpful discussion and comments on drafts,
I thank Stan Aungles, Richard Badham, Sharon Beder, Jim Falk, Oscar
Gandy, Jr., Richard Joseph, Dave Keenan, Gary Marx, Jim Rule, Pam
Scott and an anonymous referee.

The section in chapter 5 on Bauman’s treatment of the Holocaust is
adapted from my column in Whistleblowers Australia’s newsletter The
Whistle, January 1997.

Chapter 6 is adapted from the leaflet “Defamation law and free speech,”
first published by Whistleblowers Australia in September 1996. For
extensive advice and comment on drafts, I thank Richard Blake, Sharon
Callaghan, Michael Curtis, Don Eldridge, Chris Fox, Judith Gibson, Mary
Heath and Mick Skrijel.

The boxed points in chapter 7 are adapted from “What should be done
about higher education?” Social Anarchism, No. 14, 1989, pp. 30-39.
Blanca Facundo made useful comments on chapter 9.

For helpful comments on the entire manuscript, I thank Lyn Carson,
Richard Gosden, Wendy Varney and Danny Yee.

I would be happy to correspond with anyone concerning the matters
covered in this book. Contact me at brian_martin@uow.edu.au or Science
and Technology Studies, University of Wollongong, NSW 2522, Australia.


