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2.1

2.2

Introduction and Purpose

These Procedures support and should be read in conjunction with the Student Conduct
Rules. In accordance with the Rules, these Procedures must be followed when managing
alleged academic misconduct by a Higher Degree Research student.

The purpose of these Procedures is to direct UOW staff and students on the process to be
used when managing alleged academic misconduct by a Higher Degree Research student.

Amendments to these Procedures must be approved by the Academic Senate prior to
implementation.

Scope of Procedure s

These procedures apply to the management of alleged academic misconduct by a Higher
Degree Research (HDR) student of UOW (as defined in section 3 of the Student Conduct
Rules) at the time of the misconduct, under the circumstances defined in section 4 of the
Student Conduct Rules.

These procedures do not apply to the management of alleged misconduct relating to
research-based assessment items by Coursework students (including Honours or Masters-
by-Coursework students). However, the factors for consideration, outcomes and process
for management of academic misconduct by a Higher Degree Research student that are
outlined in these procedures may be taken into consideration by those persons involved in
the management of such misconduct by a Coursework student (in accordance with the
Procedures for Management of Academic Misconduct by a Coursework Student).

Definitions

Word/Term Definition

Conflict of Interest

A conflict between a person's private interests and University
obligations

SOLSMail Student Online Services email system

Central Register

A register and file of student misconduct investigations,
controlled and maintained by the Academic Registras Division.

3.1

4.1

All other definitions relating to Student Conduct are detailed in section 3 of the Student
Conduct Rules.

Roles and Responsibilities

Roles and responsibilities are detailed in the Section 5 of the Student Conduct Rules.
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5.2

Academic Misconduct by a Higher Degree Research Student

The conduct of students involved in the practice of research, and the University
management of misconduct in the practice of research, is governed by the National
Health and Medical Research Council (NHMRC) / Australian Vice-Chancellors’
Committee (AVCC) Australian Code for the Responsible Conduct of Research.

Academic Misconduct by a Higher Degree Research Student can include, but is not
limited to, collusion, ethics misconduct, fabrication, facilitating research dishonesty, fraud,
misleading attribution of authorship, misrepresentation, obstruction / interference,
plagiarism, and re-publishing ones own work as original research.

Examples of Academic Mi sconduct by a Higher Degree Research Student

Table 5.1
Academic Misconduct by a Higher Degree Research Category of
Student Misconduct
Collusion

Presenting research in any form as independent work when it Br_each or Research
has been produced in part or in whole in collusion with other Misconduct
people

Ethics Misconduct
Conducting research without adhering to ethical requirements
Examples:

Failing to obtain ethics clearance from the appropriate Research Misconduct
ethics committee

Failing to conduct research in accordance with the activities
approved by the appropriate ethics committee

Fabrication

Intentional and unauthorised falsification or invention of any
information or citation in an academic exercise

Examples: Research Misconduct
= Fabricating sources

= Fabricating research results
= Changing research results

Facilitating research dishonesty

Knowingly helping or attempting to help another person
engage in research dishonesty

Breach or Research
Misconduct

Fraud
Deceitful behaviour by which it is sought to gain an unfair or

Research Misconduct
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dishonest advantage
Examples:
Submitting falsified documentation or results

Misleading attribution of authorship
Example:
Including the listing of authors without their permission

Attributing work to anyone who has not contributed to the
research

Not giving appropriate acknowledgement of work produced
by another person

Breach or Research
Misconduct

Misrepresentation

Representing data or information incorrectly, improperly, or
falsely

Examples:
Omitting information so as to mislead
Misrepresentation to obtain funding

Research Misconduct

Obstruction / Interference

Behaving in any way that impedes the research activities of
others

Examples:

Taking or damaging any research-related property of
another

Research Misconduct

Plagiarism

Using another person's ideas, designs, words or works without
appropriate acknowledgement.

Examples:

= Failure to acknowledge sources of quotations, ideas or
data (including when paraphrasing)

= Copying another persors work (with or without consent)

Breach or Research
Misconduct

Re-publishing ones own work as original research

Breach or Research
Misconduct

Other Research Misconduct
Examples:

= Failure to declare, avoid or manage serious conflicts of
interest

= Deviations from the NHMRC/AVCC Code that occur
through gross or persistent negligence

Research Misconduct
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5.3 The process for managing alleged academic misconduct by a Higher Degree Research
student is outlined in full in section 7.

Responses to Academic Misconduct by a Higher Degree Re search Student
54 Academic misconduct by a HDR student may be categorised as a Breach [of the

NHMRC/AVCC Code] or as Research Misconduct. The only possible outcomes of each
category and the persons authorised to implement these outcomes are shown in Table

5.2.
Table 5.2
Category of .
Misconduct Outcome Authorised Persons
a. Rectification of breach and
Breach Dean

resubmission of research work

. Reprimand by the Vice-Chancellor

. Probation

c. Deferral or termination of research
scholarship

d. Suspension from the University by the

. Vice-Chancellor .

Research Misconduct e. Exclusion from the University by the Vice-Chancellor
Vice-Chancellor

f. Expulsion from the University by the
Vice-Chancellor

g. Rescission of degree by the University
Council

oo

5.5 The Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Research) and Research Misconduct Investigation
Committee, while not authorised to impose an outcome, are authorised to make
recommendations to the Vice-Chancellor as to which outcome is considered appropriate.

Considerations when Implementing Outcomes

5.6 The following considerations may be taken into account by the Dean, Pro Vice-
Chancellor (Research), Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Research), Research Misconduct
Investigation Committee and Vice-Chancellor when determining an appropriate response
and outcome to academic misconduct by a Higher Degree Research student:

a. The significance of the alleged offence, including whether it is considered important
or of consequence to the research work, including the nature of the offence, the
context in which it is found and the degree to which the offence affects any
underlying thesis on which the research is based;

The conventions associated with the particular academic discipline;

The year or study level of the student;

Any relevant individual circumstances of the student;

Whether the Central Register contains an entry for the student for any previous

academic misconduct offence (note that misconduct may only be categorised as a

Breach where the student has no previous record of misconduct);

Any apparent intention to deceive by a student; and, if any

cooo
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