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UOW

The University of Wollongong’s Graduate Medical
School will break new ground for training doctors

in Australia when it opens in 2006, according to the
University’s Dean of the Faculty of Health and
Behavioural Sciences Professor Don Iverson.

Education Minister Dr Brendan Nelson announced
Federal Government support for the Medical School
when he visited UOW’s Shoalhaven Campus in
August. The Federal Government has committed
$10 million in capital funding for the School, which
will have an annual intake of 80 students.

Professor Iverson, who has been developing the
blueprint for UOW’s Medical School since early last
year, said the School would draw on the latest
advances in medical education around the world
but would be unique in its teaching methods and its
focus on training doctors for regional, rural and
remote areas.

“We have had the luxury of starting our School with
a blank piece of paper, so we are able to draw on
the best ideas from around the world and put them
together in a mosaic that will be different from any
other Medical School,” Prof Iverson said. “Very few
Universities have that luxury, so it would be
irresponsible of us to simply duplicate an 
existing model.

“Having said that, everything I am proposing has
been advocated by some of the best Medical
Schools in the world.”

Medical School will break new ground
Professor Iverson has been working closely with
leading institutions in Britain, The Netherlands, the
United States and Canada and plans to establish
partnerships to share knowledge and experiences. A
high-level four-person international external advisory
committee is being formed to assist with
establishing the School.

The UOW Medical School will make extensive use of
the latest technologies in medical education that
have been developed around the world. These
include virtual reality laboratories and life-size virtual
patient simulators – mannequins that can be
programmed to exhibit the symptoms of various
diseases and conditions.

The School will be an active member of an association
of 52 universities around the world that are at the
forefront of technology-based medical education. 

It will also be strongly community-focussed, with
students spending significant periods in clinical
placements with regional doctors. Professor Iverson
said he expected between 200 and 300 doctors in
the Illawarra, Shoalhaven and surrounding regions
would be involved in teaching the students.

“Statistics show that up to 95% of patients are
diagnosed in doctor’s surgeries and outpatient
clinics, and these places will be a major source of
our teaching. From the first year our students will be

University of Wollongong Vice-Chancellor Professor Gerard Sutton, Education Minister Dr Brendan Nelson and
Member for Gilmore Joanna Gash at the Medical School announcement.
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learning how to diagnose and treat patients on a
typical day in a doctor’s surgery,” he said.

“We couldn’t operate this Medical School without
the active co-operation of the region’s physicians in
every aspect of the program,” he said. “The
importance of the local medical fraternity to this
School is demonstrated by the appointment of an
outstanding local surgeon Dr John Hogg as Dean of
the School.” (see separate story).

Other key early appointments are Dr Lori Lockyer,
who moved from UOW’s Faculty of Education and
public health educator Professor Dennis Calvert
from the Faculty of Health and Behavioural
Sciences. Dr Lockyer is a leading education
researcher with expertise in instructional learning via
digital media and Professor Iverson says she will
play a major role in developing the School’s
technology-based learning systems.

Some key aspects of the Medical School are:

STAFF:
7-9 full-time academics supported by 200-300
regional physicians and support staff. Most staff will
be recruited in the second half of 2005.

PREMISES:
UOW is planning to construct two buildings to house
the Medical School – clinical skills and teaching
laboratories and administrative centre at the
Wollongong Campus and clinical skills laboratories
and teaching laboratories at the Shoalhaven
Campus at West Nowra.

ACCREDITATION:
The Australian Medical Council (ACM) will oversee
the Medical School’s accreditation process,
beginning in October 2004 and continuing until late
2005. The ACM will appoint a five-person committee
to oversee the development of the School.

ENTRY: 
This is a Graduate Medical School, so students will
require a degree to be considered for entry. They will
undergo the standard Graduate Australian Medical
Schools Admissions Test (GAMSAT) and a structured
interview that will concentrate on issues such as
interpersonal skills, commitment to practice in
regional, rural or remote areas, ethical issues and
reasons for wanting to study medicine. It is
anticipated that students will come from three areas
– those with degrees in the basic sciences or
medical science, high achievers who have degrees in
fields not related to medicine or science, and mature
students who have spent five to 10 years
successfully in the workforce as nurses, pharmacists,
scientists or in non-medical fields. 

COUNTRY DOCTORS:
As the School is designed to train doctors to work in
regional, rural and remote areas, students will be
actively recruited from these areas and given the
opportunity to progress through a pre-medical
degree to the Medical School. During all four years
of their training they will have extensive clinical
placements in rural areas where they will gain
experience and build relationships. They will also be
mentored by doctors ideally practising in their home
communities. CN

Medical Staff Council of the Northern Illawarra
Hospitals Group.

In January 2003 Dr Hogg  was named Wollongong
Citizen of the Year in recognition for his
contribution in Bali after the terrorist bombings in
October 2002. Dr Hogg and his physiotherapist
wife Linda, who were holidaying on the island at
the time of the attacks, immediately reported to
Denpasar’s Sanglar Hospital where they worked
voluntarily helping victims.

Dr Hogg received an Australia Day Award last year
and he and Mrs Hogg were recognised by the
Australian Government for their contribution in Bali.

UOW Vice-Chancellor Professor Gerard Sutton 
said he was extremely pleased to have 
somebody of the calibre of Dr Hogg leading the
Medical School. “Dr Hogg brings to the position
clinical credibility, an absolute commitment to
medical education and the respect of his
colleagues in the Shoalhaven and Illawarra,”
Professor Sutton said. CN

Respected Wollongong surgeon Dr John Hogg
has been appointed Foundation Dean of the

University of Wollongong Medical School.

Dr Hogg took up his appointment on August 30, and
immediately started a process of consultation and
communication with the region’s medical fraternity.
He said the Shoalhaven and Illawarra region’s
doctors would play an integral role in the running of
the Medical School and he wanted them to be fully
informed about how they could be involved.

"We will also be drawing a great deal from other
institutions around the world and we will apply this
knowledge to the University of Wollongong - we'll
be able to take the best of the best in other words,"
he said. “It’s going to be very sophisticated and
very 21st century.”

A Fellow of the Royal Australasian College of
Surgeons, the Royal College of Surgeons of
England and the Royal College of Surgeons of
Ireland, Dr Hogg has practised as a vascular and
general surgeon in the Illawarra since 1977.

He was clinical director of surgery at Wollongong,
Shellharbour and Bulli hospitals and chair of the

Dr John Hogg, Foundation Dean of UOW’s 
Medical School.

Leading surgeon appointed Dean
Medical School will break new ground
Continued from Pg 1

The Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) has
awarded seven prestigious ABS national
cadetships for 2005, and the University of
Wollongong has scooped three of them. 

The three successful students, Simon Strickland,
Reshen Dodhy and Theresa Nunan were
presented with their scholarships in a ceremony
in September. 

ABS representative Edward Szoldra and the
Associate Dean (Research) of Informatics and
Director of Statistical and Survey Methodology,
Professor David Steel attended the presentation.

These cadetships, worth about $20,000 to a
recipient, have been awarded over the past 40
years and previous holders are now in various
senior positions in Australia and overseas.

UOW wins three of seven national ABS cadetships
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Accessing the Internet or sending
e-mails is now possible almost

anywhere on the University of
Wollongong’s main campus following
the establishment of possibly the
largest wireless network of any
educational environment in Australia.

UOW has rolled out a wireless
network for its 19,000 students and
staff that boasts 676 Cisco access
points (transceivers). Computer users
can now tap into the Internet from
any one of the 60 buildings, as well
as most outside areas on campus.
The University’s Sydney Business
School is also wireless-enabled.

Users can connect using their own
wireless-enabled devices, or can
borrow a wireless card from the UOW
library for their laptop.

Manager of Emerging Technologies
(UOW Information Technology
Services), Mr Joe McIver, said the
network was primarily brought in to
enhance teaching and learning. “We

Wireless network keeps UOW ahead

see this as an opportunity for
teachers to take a projector and a
laptop to anywhere in the University
and experience an ‘online’
environment,” he said.

Mr McIver said the wireless network
would also be useful during peak
times such as student enrolment 
days where additional network access
is required.

“From my understanding, the 676
access points make this one of the
biggest wireless networks in
Australia,” Mr McIver said. The
network will next be rolled out at the
Shoalhaven Campus, halls of
residence and UOW’s education
centres at Loftus, Batemans Bay,
Bega and Moss Vale. 

Mr McIver said the wireless network
would not replace current wired
networks. This is a value-add service
to existing wired networks that have
faster connection speeds and are
faster overall in their operation.

In order to provide flexibility, the new
network features both 802.11a and
802.11b connectivity and runs the
WPA (Wi-fi Protected Access) security
standard. Cisco secure software is
used to manage the huge number of
access points on the network.

While laptops are commonly used for
wireless connection, Mr McIver said it
won’t be long before people swap
their laptops for “Personal Digital
Assistants” (PDAs) to access the
wireless network. PDAs provide a
portable and economical alternative to
a wireless laptop. CN

A University of Wollongong research
team has won a grant to research
the effects of radiation on humans
during long-term space missions.

UOW’s Centre for Medical Radiation
Physics (CMRP) is part of a team
that has won a prestigious 
research grant from the US National
Space Biomedical Research 
Institute – NASA.

The research proposals have just
been funded for four years totalling
$US1.4 million including
$US180,000 for UOW’s CMRP to
begin work on the development of
space qualified instrumentation for
assessment of radiobiological 
effects on humans on long-term
space missions.

The grant application was
developed at CMRP and based on a
proposal by Chief Investigator,
Professor Anatoly Rozenfeld. 

“Space radiations have significantly
affected NASA flight missions,”
Professor Rozenfeld said.
“Radiations adversely influence the

design, reliability, payload mass,
mission duration and planned
operations of both robotic and human
missions. Damage has included
reduced power generation, failure of
microelectronic devices, and increased
background noise in sensors.”

“In humans, radiation exposure may
lead to somatic and genetic effects.
Acute health complications at relatively
high doses could include fatigue,
erythema (skin inflammation), loss of
hair or vomiting,” he said. “Long-term
complications from low doses at
protracted exposures might include
carcinogenesis (cancer), central
nervous system damage and other
diseases,” he said.

Because of the potential for long-term
occupation of the International Space
Station, and plans for humans to return
to the moon as early as 2015 and then
travel to Mars, this research into
radiation effects is a critical issue,
according to Professor Rozenfeld.

He said the research project would
bring significant recognition to
Australian science and particularly
UOW, which will be collaborating with
US institutions including the US Naval
Academy, NASA Johnson Space
Centre, The John Hopkins University
and the Memorial Sloan Kettering
Cancer Centre. CN

(Clockwise from top): Mark Reinhard,
Centre for Medical Radiation Physics
Professor Anatoly Rozenfeld, Dr George
Takacs, Dr Michael Lerch, Andrew Wroe,
Professor Bill Zealey and Dr Troy Coyle
(centre).

UOW's Manager of Emerging Technologies Joe McIver uses his laptop on Campus.
UOW has installed a wireless network with 676 access points around the Campus.

Research team’s role in 
NASA space missions 
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They are the two biggest shows in
town – BlueScope Steel and the

University of Wollongong -  the
traditional industrial powerhouse 
and one of Australia’s leading
educational institutions that was
originally established to service the
steel industry.

Between them they contribute well
over $1 billion annually to the
Illawarra economy and employ more
than 6500 people, so have a massive
impact on the region’s prosperity.

As University of Wollongong Vice-
Chancellor Professor Gerard Sutton
puts it: “The University and

BlueScope Steel have a shared past,
and we are looking forward to a
shared future. Our two organisations
have strong links through research,
scholarships, support and training
partnerships, as well as our shared
responsibility for driving the economic
well-being of the Illawarra region.”

The University and the steel company

have had close links from the

beginning, with the need to train

technical staff for the Port Kembla

Steelworks one of the prime reasons

for the establishment in 1951 of a

Wollongong division of the NSW

University of Technology.

That grew into the Wollongong
University College, with a central
role to train metallurgists and other
technical staff for the Steelworks
through the 1950s and 1960s.
Indeed, the steel company made
major contributions of land and
building materials as the University
College flourished, providing the
Steelworks with a seemingly never-
ending production line of graduates.

One of those graduates, 1962
metallurgy graduate George Edgar, is
now the University’s Deputy
Chancellor having retired in 2000
from his role as BHP (now
BlueScope) Steel’s Group General
Manager, Flat Products Division
which included responsibility for the
Port Kembla Steelworks (see
separate story).

The University of Wollongong
gained full autonomy in 1975, and
has grown into a diverse institution
offering a wide range of courses
apart from its traditional 
engineering strengths.

But the connections between the
steel company and the University
have not waned. Indeed they are as
strong as ever, as the
accompanying list demonstrates.
Significantly, the biggest
collaboration between the two
organisations – the BlueScope Steel
Institute  – is about to be renewed
for a further three years.

Established in 1995, the Institute
provides research support to
BlueScope Steel, as well as formal
postgraduate education and regular
short courses. It has built up a
specialised equipment

infrastructure that is shared by the
University and company employees
in a unique arrangement. Operating
funds are shared almost equally
between UOW, BlueScope Steel and
the Federal Government’s Australian
Research Council (ARC) through
competitive research grants.

Founding Institute Director Professor
Rian Dippenaar believes the UOW-
BlueScope Steel alliance has greatly
benefited the Illawarra region.

“This is truly an alliance between
the University and BlueScope Steel,
with really good interaction between
the two organisations,” Professor
Dippenaar said. “There are strong
and focused research groups and
specialised equipment built to
address a variety of technical
issues. Some of that equipment is
at the University and some of it is at
BlueScope, but it is used by both
University researchers and
BlueScope employees.”

He said the alliance made an
important contribution to the region
by helping the company stay at the
forefront of technological
developments. “Steel is the
Illawarra’s main industry, and it is
important that we have a strong,
vibrant and efficient steel industry.
The region has a fundamental need
for a strong partnership between us.”

Professor Dippenaar said a
challenge for the University and
BlueScope Steel was to attract high
achieving students to the industry.

“Steel has become a very high-tech
industry, and it needs to attract high
achievers. There has been a world-
wide decline in interest in
engineering, and we have to find
ways to attract students back to it,”
he said. CN

An alliance forged in steel

BlueScope Steel President, Industrial Markets Lance Hockridge and UOW Vice-
Chancellor Professor Gerard Sutton celebrate the strong alliance between the two
organisations.

steellinks
UOW’s links with BlueScope Steel

• BlueScope Steel Institute for Steel Processing
and Products - a major research institute
established in 1995. For example, the Institute
supported two full-time professorial positions
enabling internationally known experts to come
to Wollongong to support Steel Industry
research.  Agreement is being renewed for
another five years in a new model that
strengthens the links between BlueScope Steel
and the University. 

In addition BlueScope Steel:

• Supports the Cooperative Research Centre For
Welded Structures based at UOW.

• Jointly supports and operates with the University
substantial state-of-the-art analysis equipment,
such as electron microscopes.

• Jointly supports the University in its efforts to
attract school leavers to engineering and science.

• Has been involved with University staff in gaining
a large number of nationally competitive
research grants, resulting in several million
dollars worth of additional research funding
coming to Wollongong.

• Currently providing six Work Integrated Learning
Scholarships worth $10,500 each for Bachelor 

of Engineering students who spend University
holidays gaining on-the-job experience at 
the Steelworks.

• Has been a sponsor of the UOW Racing car
entry in the Formula SAE competition for the
past three years. This car has won in Australia
and in international competition.

BlueScope Steel’s Cadetship program at Port
Kembla provides opportunities for Engineering
students to combine work at the Steelworks with
study at UOW for degrees in Mechanical, Civil,
Computer, Electrical and Materials Engineering. 
The Steelworks is a major source of Engineering
students for the University, particularly in Materials
Engineering.



5University of Wollongong  1300 367 869  www.uow.edu.au

University of Wollongong Deputy
Chancellor George Edgar was

among the first students educated at
the current campus and he
epitomises the long history of
collaboration and close connections
between UOW and the steel industry.

As a trainee metallurgist with
Australian Iron and Steel (AI&S) he
spent six years studying at the original
Wollongong University College from
1960-66 when it was a regional
division of the University of New
South Wales.

Mr Edgar started his studies at the
old Wollongong Technical College at
Gladstone Avenue, and was among
the 308 students who moved to the
current site when the first buildings
were opened in 1962. 

(It is interesting to note that those
308 students were all male and all
enrolled in Engineering, Metallurgy or
Science degrees. Ninety-seven
percent were part-time students
working in industries based at Port
Kembla – predominantly in the BHP
steel operations at AI&S and
Lysaghts. The buildings had even
been constructed with grants from
those industries.)

Mr Edgar was still a student when his
then boss – the legendary industrialist
and BHP Managing Director (and
later Chairman) Sir Ian McLennan
officially opened the Union Building
in 1965 – recognition of the pivotal
supporting role BHP Steel (now
BlueScope Steel) played in the
University’s establishment.

“Sir Ian took a real interest in the
place and had a lot to do with it in

those early years,” Mr Edgar said. “It
was a good business decision
because it produced the people who
could make the (steel-making)
processes work. It was the start of
an amazing relationship between the
Steelworks and the University.”

Mr Edgar was Manager of the
Steelworks’ Rolling Mills in the mid-
1970s when Wollongong University
College gained its independence 
from UNSW. 

Later, after a stint managing the
Whyalla Steelworks, he returned to
run the Port Kembla Steelworks in
his role as BHP Steel Group General
Manager, Flat Products Division
from 1996 until his retirement in
2000.

The BHP Steel Institute for Steel
Processing and Products had been
formed in 1995 to formalise the long
history of collaboration between the
two organisations and Mr Edgar
remembers a “water-shed meeting”
not long after he returned to Port
Kembla in 1996 that established the
Institute’s future funding.

He is delighted that the agreement
has just been extended for another
three years, and says the
relationship between the company
now known as BlueScope Steel and
the University is arguably now more
important than it has ever been.

“Technology is driving the steel
industry and it is a very complex
plant to run,” he said. “But it still
needs well-trained engineers and
scientists to ensure it remains one of
the world’s lowest-cost producers of
high quality steel.”

“The University has been very good
at sizing up opportunities and has
been a leader rather than a follower,”
he said. “But it always builds a good
business case for what it wants to 
do and never gets ahead of itself. 
The new Medical School is an
excellent example.

“And the diversity that has been
nurtured will ensure its future.”

The University is unrecognisable
from Mr Edgar’s student days but
there’s one thing that hasn’t 
changed in 42 years. “I see the
students still go to the North Gong
pub for a drink on Friday nights,” 
he said. CN

Deputy Chancellor’s
historic connections 

Wollongong Science Centre and Planetarium

BlueScope Steel is the major sponsor for the
University of Wollongong Science Centre and
Planetarium, providing $25,000 per year to sponsor
the Planetarium.

The company has been the Science Centre’s major
supporter since its establishment in 1988. The
company donated the steel to line the original
building, and when that was destroyed by floods in
1998, it donated the steel building products to
construct the centre’s striking new home.

But perhaps most importantly, BlueScope Steel
engineering trainees design and construct the Science
Centre’s major exhibits – at least two exhibits each
year. As each would typically cost $50,000-$100,000

in design and construction costs, this represents an
extraordinary benefit for the Centre, as well as an ideal
learning environment for BlueScope Steel and its
trainees.

BlueScope Steel benefits from the Science Centre
providing a showcase for its innovative products and
skilled staff. Supporting the Centre also fits perfectly
with the company’s Community Partnerships program
that is strongly focused on young people and
education. In addition, the company uses the Science
Centre as a venue for a variety of its community-based
activities. For example, it has launched the Smith
Family’s National ‘Learning For Life’ Program there.

Alumni connection

BlueScope Steel’s Vice-President Operations Planning

Peter Robertson heads up the University of
Wollongong’s Alumni Development Group, and also
sits on the Vice-Chancellor’s Advisory Board.

Mr Robinson became involved with the University in
1996 when he negotiated with the UOW’s Faculty of
Commerce to train BlueScope employees in logistics
and planning. That evolved into a Masters degree in
Logistics and Operations Management that Mr
Robinson and a number of his colleagues completed.

Historic links

• Steelworks assisted with the construction of early
University College buildings and has continued
its support ever since. For example, in 1991 a
new chair of Environmental Science was created
with a $300,000 grant from the company. CN

Mr Edgar was invited to join the
University Council late in 1996 and
became Deputy Chancellor in 1998.
He also chairs the Council’s
Administrative Committee and
Disputes Committee.

It’s a role Mr Edgar thoroughly enjoys,
not least because it allows him to
make an on-going contribution to the
institution that he joined straight from
school and where two of his sons
have also studied.

Mr Edgar believes the University’s
greatest achievements have been its
ability to take opportunities and
manage its growth at a sustainable
rate, and its pursuit of diversity. 
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The University of Wollongong’s
long-term relationship with

Integral Energy reached another
significant milestone in August when
the power supplier announced an
investment of almost $1 million over
three years in the University’s Power
Quality and Reliability Centre. 

Professor Vic Gosbell, of the Faculty
of Informatics, said the major
investment promises to address the
country’s critical shortage of power
engineers and, at the same time,
provide valuable research funding to
help ensure future power quality and
reliability for electricity consumers. 

At a special ceremony on 26 August
Integral Energy’s Chief Executive
Officer Mr Richard Powis signed an
agreement with the University’s Vice-
Chancellor Professor Gerard Sutton.

The nation’s first Power Quality Centre
was established at UOW in 1996
through an initial $400,000 Integral

Energy grant. This latest investment
for 2005-2008 represents the fourth
agreement between the partners. 

The Power Quality Centre’s objective
is to work with industry to improve the

Integral Energy invests $1 million 
into Power Quality and Reliability Centre

New technology that will
revolutionise the quality and

reality of voice communication in
cyberspace is about to undergo 
live trials.

University of Wollongong Smart
Network Program researchers who
were looking at ways to improve
teleconferencing realised that the
technology they were developing had
other applications including
networked computer games.

The researchers have developed an
audio communication system that
enables players in crowded virtual
spaces such as multiplayer games to

experience group conversation as
close to reality as possible. 

The Dense Immersive
Communications Environment (DICE)
project was developed with support
from the Smart Internet Technology
Cooperative Research Centre, Telstra
and the University of Wollongong. It

quality and reliability of the electricity
supply to industrial, commercial and
domestic users. The Centre
specialises in research into the
control of distortion of the supply

voltage, training in power quality
issues at all levels, and specialised
consultancy services for solutions to
power quality problems. 

Professor Gosbell said the Centre
would train power engineers to help
overcome an international shortage.

Integral Energy CEO Richard Powis
said the investment in the Centre
made good business sense. “Since
1996 we’ve invested more than $1
million in the Centre. Through our
support we’re able to partner with a
leading university in new ways to
supply better service for our
customers and improve the 
quality of supply they receive in
their homes and businesses,” 
Mr Powis said. 

Professor Sutton praised Integral,
and particularly the vision of its
CEO,  saying the partnership was
critical to the future needs of the
electricity industry in Australia. CN

New technology revolutionises cyber-voices
brings the equivalent of a 3D
experience to sound.

“Anyone who has played one of the
new generation of games will be
familiar with the graphic richness 
and realistic renderings of everything
from alien planets to downtown 
city environs,” said  Professor 
Farzad Safaei, Smart Networks
Program Manager.

“While rapid increases in
computational power has led to highly
detailed and realistic graphics,
communication between participants
in these environments has so far

been lagging behind, often limited to
a text-based ‘chat window’ or a single
audio channel for everyone to share.  

“With DICE, the voices of others in
one’s virtual vicinity are heard in

perfect harmony with their visual
representation (location, distance and
spatial placement with respect to the
listener). Each participant can hear a
realistic and personalised mix of
voices in their ‘hearing range’ and this
mix is dynamically changed as people
move within the virtual environment
(and consequently in and out of each
others hearing range).”

Live trials of Project DICE’s immersive
audio communication started in
September at Telstra Launceston
broadband e-Lab with about 50 local
game players.

Speaking at the UOW launch, Tony
Oetterli, Manager, Telstra 
Broadband eLab referred to Project
DICE as a significant example of how
Telstra, (which is a partner in the
Smart Internet CRC), supports
Australian R&D and fosters
collaboration between academia 
and industry. 

Preliminary research into immersive
audio communication over a network
started over two years ago when
Professor Safaei and his team looked
into ways to improve teleconferencing.
As the idea evolved, the team
researched ways to add natural voice
communication to network games in a
bid to enhance the players’
experience and to make playing the
game a lot more fun. CN

Above: (Left to right) UOW's Dr Paul
Boustead, Professor Farzad Safaei, Vice-
Chancellor Professor Gerard Sutton,
Professor Darrell Williamson and
Manager of Telstra Broadband eLab, Mr
Tony Oetterli

Right:The audience at the launch
watching a virtual multiplayer game 
in action.

Integral Energy CEO Richard Povis and Vice-Chancellor Professor Gerard Sutton at the
announcement of a three-year extension of Integral’s support for the Power Quality and
Reliability Centre.
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Awards, achievements and accolades

UOW seabird researchers Harry Battam (left) and Terry
O’Dwyer who spoke at an international conference in
Uruguay.

Seabird researchers invited
to Uruguay
University of Wollongong seabird PhD researchers
Harry Battam and Terry O’Dwyer presented papers
on their research at the third International Albatross
and Petrel Conference (IAPC2004) in Montevideo,
Uruguay from August 23 to 27.

They presented their papers to more than 100
international scientists who are involved in the study,
conservation and management of the
Procellariiformes species (albatross and petrels).

Both are PhD researchers attached to UOW’s
Institute for Conservation Biology. Harry researches
globe-trotting albatross that visit the waters off
Wollongong each year, particularly in late winter and
early spring when they come to feed on the
abundant cuttlefish.

Terry has been conducting research on Australia’s
rarest endemic seabird, the Gould’s Petrel, which
only nests on Cabbage Tree Island off the mouth of
Port Stephens on the NSW Central Coast.

Medal for work in
electrochemistry 
The Director of the ARC Centre for Nanostructured
Electromaterials and the Intelligent Polymer Research
Institute, Professor Gordon Wallace, has received the
Royal Australian Chemical Institute’s (RACI) highest
honour for research in electrochemistry at a
conference held in the Gold Coast. 

Professor Wallace accepted the RACI’s Stokes
Medal for outstanding electrochemical research
carried out in Australia. Professor Alan MacDiarmid,
Chair of the Centre’s International Advisory Board,
received the RACI’s Breyer Medal for outstanding
research in electrochemistry carried out overseas. 

The awards were for research in the field of
electronic polymers – materials discovered by

Professor MacDiarmid and co-workers in 1977, for
which he was awarded the Nobel Prize in Chemistry
in 2000.

Both researchers acknowledged the critical
contribution of students and collaborators in
Australia and overseas, with Professor Wallace
paying special tribute to PhD students, both past
and present. 

Big Brother drama award
UOW 3rd year Bachelor of Creative Arts
(Performance) student Alison Robertson has won an
award/scholarship from the Big Brother Organisation
(formerly Big Brother Movement) for her work in
Drama (musical theatre). 

The organisation’s aim is to preserve Australia’s
historic links with Britain by providing travel
assistance for students in four major categories -
music, sport, technical and dance. The awards are
not intended to meet all costs involved, but to provide
a stimulus to the young people concerned and to
organisations and individuals who support them.

This scholarship will provide Alison with $6000 to
study performance in the UK for three months.
Alison will formally accept her award at State
Parliament House on November 8, and leave for
London in December.

Big Brother Award winner Alison Robertson is off to
London.

Michael’s play a hit in UK 
University of Wollongong Creative Arts/Law student
Michael Andrews has gone straight to the top with
his first play by having it performed in London.

Michael, from Sutherland, is a second year Bachelor
of Creative Arts (Creative Writing) and Bachelor of
Laws student. He wrote the 10-minute play for an
assignment in a class run by playwright and director
Vanessa Badham.

Ms Badham, who described the play as “superb”
and a “nightmarish comic epic that is absolutely
hilarious”, was so impressed with the work that she
found an opportunity to have it performed at a short
plays presentation at the Old Red Lion Theatre in
London. She directed it herself with a cast of leading
professional actors who performed free of charge
because they liked it so much.

“It was a smashing success. The reception was
enormous. It was a capacity audience and they
loved it,” Ms Badham said.

Michael Andrews’ first play has been performed in
London.

HEADS winner announced
Sandi Ridewood has won an exhibition tagged the
Wollongong version of the ‘Archibald Prize’ held
during August in UOW’s Long Gallery.

The annual HEADS exhibition of portraits is a
combined staff and students exhibition of the TAFE
Illawarra Institute and UOW’s Faculty of Creative Arts.

UOW Art Collection Director and Archibald Prize-
winning painter Guy Warren said it was an important
competition for students in particular because if
they did well they gained the confidence to enter
other art competitions like the Archibald. CN
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The University of Wollongong came
away from this year’s City to Surf

run in Sydney with a first and second
ranking among universities – for size
and speed.

The 380-strong UOW team of
students and staff  dressed in
distinctive red T-shirts was the biggest
entered by any university. The team
came second behind the University of
Technology, Sydney in the fastest
university teams rankings.

More than 60,000 runners competed
in the  14km run from Sydney’s CBD
to Bondi  Beach on August 8. UOW's
best were Stuart Gadd (55.35
minutes), Alisa Williams (58.01) and
Gordon Waitt (59.50)

Team members were provided with
free bus transport to and from the
event (a total of 8 buses were
required), a chance to work on their
fitness at the University Recreation 
and Aquatic Centre and a free snack
lunch and drink at Bondi Beach Public
School courtesy of the UniCentre. 

UOW population health student,
Jessica Smith, flew to Athens

early in September to make her
Paralympic debut in the 50m and
100m freestyle, and 100m butterfly. 

And she wasn’t flying alone. Right by
her side was her boyfriend of three
years, Tristan Knowles, who is also a
UOW student studying financial
planning. He competed in the
Paralympics as part of the Australian
Rollers Basketball team. 

Nineteen year old Jessica was born
without an arm from her left elbow
and Tristan lost his left leg to cancer
when he was nine.

Jessica is currently ranked No. 1 in
Australia for the 50m freestyle. She is
also ranked No. 2 in Australia and 7th
in the world for the 100m butterfly.
She is on a sporting scholarship with
UOW’s University Recreation and
Aquatic Centre. It was with mixed emotions that the

family and friends of former
University of Wollongong Creative Arts
doctoral student “Victor” Yang Sheng
An, visited Wollongong in August.
Victor, a talented artist, tragically
drowned while surfing at Corrimal
Beach in December 2002.

The family travelled from Taiwan to
make a $10,000 contribution to the
Victor Yang Memorial Art Prize, a
scholarship instigated by the
University’s Postgraduate Association
(WUPA) and supported by UOW’s
Office of Community and Partnerships.

Victor’s father, Yang Chyi Lin, spoke
on behalf of his family, sharing his
grief, his memories of Victor and
expressing his appreciation to the
University for the commemoration of
his son through the art prize.

“Victor was so young, so pure and so
full of joy. His life was really starting to
bloom, just like the lilies he used to
paint,” a tearful Mr Yang said. “He
loved this university and this town –
Wollongong is Victor’s home town,” 
he said.

Mr Yang presented Vice-Chancellor
Professor Gerard Sutton with a cheque
and a collection of gifts, including a
book written by Victor’s mother, Sheng
Lien Ching, about her son’s passion for
art and his life achievements. 

“The University of Wollongong is
Victor’s university and you are always
welcome here. His spirit will always
live here,” Professor Sutton said.

Shirley Lin, Director of the Taipei
Economic and Cultural Office was also
present, as was Michael Lin from the
Buddhist Compassion Relief Tzu-Chi
Foundation, which assisted in bringing
the Yang family and their friends and
colleagues to Australia. The foundation
also made a donation of $5,000
towards the memorial art prize.

WUPA president Jason Hart presented
the family with an aerial shot of
Wollongong. “It is inspiring to see how
Victor’s family are dealing with this
tragedy by keeping the memory of
Victor alive,” Mr Hart said. “This art
prize is an enduring testament to his
talent, passion and spirit.”

In addition to initiating the Victor Yang
Memorial Art Prize, WUPA, in
association with the Wollongong City
Council Lifesaving Unit, is setting 
up a surf education program designed
specifically for international students.

“It’s a positive initiative for
international students who are not
used to beach culture. It will
encourage them to enjoy the
beaches, but also be aware of the
dangers,” said WUPA’s research and
advocacy member, Jamie Harris. CN

Twenty-one year old Tristan has been
playing wheel-chair basketball since
the age of 16 and has gone on to
captain the NSW Rollers team. He

still holds the record for the most
points scored (53) in the under 21s.
He has represented Australia on eight
different occasions but says that
Athens was  the most significant
competition he has been involved in. 

“The Australian team is currently
ranked fourth, however, we recently
beat the world’s best, Canada, so the
team is confident of a very successful
tournament in Athens,” he said. CN

UOW pair in Paralympics

UOW City to Surf run organiser
Associate Professor John
Montagner said the day was
“absolutely fantastic” and thanked
the UniCentre and the staff of the
UniShop for sponsoring the food
and drinks, and helping distribute
the T-shirts.  CN

City to Surf success
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Victor’s father, Yang Chyi Lin (right), presents a $10,000 memorial award contribution
to Vice-Chancellor Professor Gerard Sutton

Art prize keeps 
Victor’s memory alive 


