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Australian Partners in Malaysian research 

 

  

Faculty of Education 

Two Australian researchers have been 
included in a fundamental research grant 
awarded by the Malaysian government, to a 
research team based at the Universiti of 
Sains Malaysia.  
 

A/Prof Peter Kell (UoW) and Dr Marilyn Kell 
(UWS) are the Australian partners in the 
grant entitled Constructing a New Model For 
International Literacy Testing and Indexes. 
This research will look at development in 
international testing and the feasibility of 
testing in Malaysia. Malaysia is not currently 
included in the major international literacy 
and numeracy testing.  
 

The team from the International Research 
Unit at USM is led by Professor Ambigapathy 
Pandian and includes Dr Syed  Zianal Arif 
Mohammad Kapilan Abdullah and Dr Aniswal 
Abd. Gani.  
 

The successful Malaysian application 
emerged from a university research grant 
at UoW. A/Prof Peter Kell and Dr Mohan 
Chinnappan were awarded $13,500 to 
undertake preliminary research into 
international literacy tests such as 
Program for International Student 
Achievement (PISA) and tests in science 
and maths such as Trends in International 
Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS). 
Dr Chinnappan also has a UoW 
international linkage grant where USM is a 
partner. 
 

USM is one of four research Universities in 
Malaysia and has an active partnership 
with the University of Wollongong. 
 

The project has a schedule of 3 years. 
commencing in May 2009. 

¥ Nicola Johnson, Rod Clarke (Commerce) and 
Jan Herrington have been awarded $19,286 for 
the project titled 'Developing interdisciplinary 
collaboration in SInet using an online 
enterprise wiki'. A conference paper explaining 
the rationale and focuses of the project was 
recently presented at the Emerging 
Technologies Conference and can be found at  
http://ro.uow.edu.au/etc08/12. The emlab are 
hosting the software titled 'Confluence'. This 
enterprise wiki will be available to all 
members of SInet. 

Awards and other great news. . . 
 

Research Student Colloquium Ð 8 August 2008  
The 22nd Research Student Colloquium held on Friday 8 August was very successful 
with a range of interesting topics presented. Many thanks to participating students, 
supervisors and academic staff who attended to support the presenters and engage with 
their research.  
 

The format of one whole-day was seen as a positive change by all attending.   
Planning has commenced for the next Colloquium, to be held in February 2009. 

¥ Rachel Jones was invited to present at 
the Graduate Medical School Research 
Forum. 

¥ Annaliese Riethmuller was one of two 
highly commended students receiving an 
award at the recent Trailblazer innovation 
competition for “Jump Start”, a physical 
activity program for early childhood 
settings. 

¥ Rachel Jones was a finalist in the open 
category for her Time2bhealthy Program 
for promoting healthy eating and physical 
activity in pre-school aged children. 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Don’t forget, you do not have to wait for the annual publication collection.  You can enter your 
information in RIS and bring the documentation to Kim Oborn at anytime throughout the year.   
 

Verified 2008 publications: 
 

Morgan, M., Brickell, G. J. & Harper, B. M. Applying distributed cognition theory to the redesign of 
the 'Copy and Paste' function in order to promote appropriate learning outcomes. 
Computers & Education 2008, 50, (1), 125-147.  

 

Pearson, P. J., Webb, P. I. & McKeen, K. Developing cognitive abilities through games: a 
conundrum?. Australasian Journal of Gifted Education 2008, 17, (1), 30-37.  

 

Harris, P. J., McKenzie, B., Chen, H., Kervin, L. K. & Fitzsimmons, P. R. A critical examination of the 
nexus between literacy research, policy and practice. English in Australia 2008, 43, (1), 
57-65.  

 

Hume, C., Okely, A. D., Bagley, S., Telford, A., Booth, M., Crawford, D. & Salmon, J. Does weight 
status influence associations between children's fundamental movement skills and physical 
activity?. Research Quarterly for Exercise and Sport 2008, 79, (2), 158-165.  

 

Alavi, S. B. & McCormick, J. The roles of perceived task interdependence and group members' 
interdependence in the development of collective efficacy in university student group 
contexts. British Journal of Educational Psychology 2008, 78, (3), 375-393. 

Clark, M., Thompson, P. & Vialle, W. Examining the gender gap in educational outcomes in public 
education: involving pre-service school counsellors and teachers in cross-cultural and 
interdisciplinary research. Advancement of Counselling 2008, 30, (1), 52-66.  

 

Burnham, D., Leigh, G., Noble, W., Jones, C., Tyler, M., Grebennikov, L. & Varley, A. Parameters in 
television captioning for deaf and hard of hearing adults: Effects of caption rate vs. text 
reduction on comprehension. Journal of Deaf Studies and Deaf Education 2008, 13, (3), 
391-404.  

 

McCormick, J. & Barnett, K. A multilevel investigation of relationships between Australian teachers' 
career stages and locus of control. Journal of Educational Administration 2008, 46, (1), 
8-24.  

 

Zhao, J., McCormick, J. & Hoekman, K. Idiocentrism-allocentrism and academics' self-efficacy for 
research in Beijing universities. 

International Journal of Educational Management 2008, 22, (2), 168-183.  
 

De Nobile, J. J. & McCormick, J. Job satisfaction in Catholic primary schools: A study of 
biographical differences. International Educational Management Administration and 
Leadership 2008, 36, (1), 101-122.  

 

De Nobile, J. J. & McCormick, J. Organizational communication and job satisfaction in Australian 
Catholic primary schools. Educational Management Administration and Leadership 
2008, 36, (1), 101-122.  

 

Rahimpour, M., Lovell, N. H., Celler, B. G. & McCormick, J. M. Patients' perceptions of a home 
telecare system. International Journal of Medical Informatics 2008, 77, (7), 486-498.  

 

Chen, H. Book review: Historical discourse: The language of time, cause and evaluation by C. 
Coffin (2006). Australian Review of Applied Linguistics 2008, 31, (1), 09.1-09.4.  

 

Brown, I. M., Lysaght, P. & Westbrook, R. S. Voices of Children. Cape Breton University Art Gallery, 
Canada, March 18-20, 2008. Printed publication 2008.  

 

Lysaght, P., Brown, I. M. & Westbrook, R. S. Voices of Children: a Sense of Community. 
Shoalhaven City Arts Centre, 8 February - 5 March, 2008. Printed publication 2008.  
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1.  

Update on Research Projects 

Time2bhealthy program (Rachel Jones) - Useability and functionality testing has been completed 
 
FILA program (Louisa Peralta) – Completed first drafts of methodology and results chapters for both 
the Proof-of-concept trial and Pilot RCT. Discussion and Introduction chapters are currently being 
drafted. 
 
Jump start (Annaleise Riethmuller) - Currently testing program in long day care centres. Of the 20-
week intervention, 12 weeks have been completed to date, with very positive responses from staff 
and children. Pre-test and process data collection has been collected successfully and planning has 
begun for post-test data collection. ' 
 

News from Child Obesity Research Centre 

Grants 

Okely AD, Jones RA, Munro B, Groeller H, Batterham M, Jones S, Peoples G, Brown M Actigraph 
Accelerometers. RIBG Pool 2 Grant (awarded $27000 2008) 
 
Jones RA, Okely AD, Trezise J. Jump Start: A motor development program to promote physical 
activity among pre-school-aged children. Faculty Grant (awarded $7000, 2008) 
 
In addition, Tony Okely and Jan Wright led a consortium involving researchers from University of 
Sydney, University of Newcastle, Charles Sturt University, and University of New England who 
successfully tendered for the NSW DET’s Girls in Sport initiative, a research project aimed at 
preventing the decline in physical activity among adolescent girls. The tender is worth $300,000 
and work will start on the project in October 2008 and continue until the end of 2010. 
 

Peer-reviewed Journal Articles 

1. Jones RA, Warren JM, Okely AD, Collins 
CE, Morgan PJ, Cliff DP, Burrows T, J 
Cleary J, Baur LA. Process evaluation of 
the HIKCUPS study: a multi-site 
randomised controlled trial for the 
management of child obesity. Health 
Promotion Practice. Accepted 28 August 
2008. 

2. Dollman J, Okely AD, Hardy LL, Timperio 
A, Salmon J, Hills AP. A hitchhiker’s 
guide to assessing young people’s 
physical activity: deciding what method to 
use. Journal of Science and Medicine in 
Sport. Accepted 24 August 2008. (Impact 
factor = 1.212. Ranking 36/73 in Sport 
Sciences Category). 

3. Cliff DP, Reilly JJ, Okely AD. 
Methodological considerations in using 
accelerometers to assess habitual 
physical activity in children aged 0-5 
years. Journal of Science and Medicine 
in Sport. Accepted 24 August 2008. 
(Impact factor = 1.212. Ranking 36/73 in 
Sport Sciences Category).   

4. Morgan PJ, Okely AD, Cliff DP, Jones 
RA, Baur LA. Correlates of Objectively 
Measured Physical Activity in Obese 
Children. Obesity. Accepted 12 August 
2008. (Impact factor = 3.491. Ranking 
8/55 in Nutrition & Dietetics). 

5. Booth ML, George J, Denney-Wilson 
E, Okely AD, Hardy LL, Dobbins T. 
The population prevalence of adverse 
concentrations and associations with 
adiposity of liver tests among 
Australian adolescents. Journal of 
Paediatrics and Child Health. Accepted 
5 August 2008. (Impact factor = 0.931. 
Ranking 51/74 in Paediatrics 
Category). 

6. Jones RA, Okely AD, Cliff D, Gregory 
P. Relationships between weight 
status and child, parent and 
community characteristics in preschool 
children. International Journal of 
Paediatric Obesity. Accepted 5 May 
2008. (Impact factor = 2.000. Ranking 
22/78 in Paediatrics Category). 

 


