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With Scratch, you can program your own interactive stories, games, and 
animations — and share your creations with others in the online 
community. 
Scratch helps young people learn to think creatively, reason systematically, 
and work collaboratively — essential skills for life in the 21st century. It sets 
out to give the young students experience in beginning to code, working in 
teams, making creative solutions to problems, and understand fluency in 
mathematics through the creative and building aspects of drop and drag 
development.

Devika is a collaboration of technology start-ups with global and social 
ambitions- https://devika.com.au.

Who are your favourite storybook heroes? Why do you find them 
fascinating? 

Many writers have captured our imaginations by exploring the struggles and 
triumphs of heroes. Here is your chance to learn how to use words to create 
your own hero – the language of suspense, the secrets of imagery and the art 
of creative story writing. 

We will read and view examples of writing from different authors and 
examine how heroes are brought to life in our minds. But shhhhhh . . . watch 
out for the villains - they always catch us by surprise!

Like them or loathe them, advertisements fill up a large part of our TV 
viewing every week. 

Companies spend many millions of dollars to broadcast their message to 
the wider community. This workshop studies various techniques used 
on TV by advertisers to persuade their audiences. Students will use these 
techniques themselves, as they work in groups to create their own 30-
second advertisements for a randomly-assigned object.

For this workshop you will need to bring along your own camera/iPad/
device for taking photos/videos (and its USB connector for uploading to 
university computer).

¡Hola amigos! Did you know that many children around the world speak 
more than one language?  Wouldn’t you like to be one of those lucky chil-
dren?

In ‘Let’s Speak Spanish’ you will learn much more than just a few new 
words - you will learn about a whole new world. We use songs, games, 
dance, art and drama to introduce you to Spanish culture and also begin 
you on the journey of learning the beautiful Spanish language.

You will learn how to greet your friends and your family in Spanish; about 
colours and numbers, moods and seasons and many other topics. 

This workshop is designed for children who are new to the Spanish 
language, so everybody is welcome. 

In this workshop you will get to learn about a variety of artists. 
You will have the opportunity to observe some pictures of their artwork, as well 
as learn a little more about the artists themselves. You will explore the different 
techniques and mediums used in their work and then, using what you have 
learnt, create your own artistic interpretations. 

Young artists who attend this workshop will without a doubt produce some 
gorgeous, dramatic and frameworthy pieces of art! If you ‘just love art!’ then 
this is the workshop for you!

*This workshop will include water colour painting, drawing, cardboard 
layering to create 3D effect, oil pastel and chalk work and collage arrangements.

Coding With Scratch

Presenters: ‘Devika’

Heroes & Villains- The Characters of 
Creative Writing

Presenter: Nicole Chilko

It All Ads Up

Presenter: David Wassink

Hola! Let’s Speak Spanish

Presenter: Sara Del Rio Garcia

Just Love Art!

Presenter: Michelle Papesch

YEARS 3 & 4 WORKSHOPS

Ever wondered who built the pyramids and why? What is all the fuss about 
mummies? And why were the Egyptians so obsessed with cats?! Answer all 
of these questions and more during our fun-filled workshop on everything 
Egyptian. 

Day 1 we will unlock the mysterious code of hieroglyphics, learn all about 
what it meant to be an ancient Egyptian and even turn ourselves into 
ancient architects as we construct our own pyramids. Day 2 we will uncover 
the truth about the Gods and Goddesses, learn all about some of the most 
amazing pharaohs AND explore the process of mummification with a truly 
hands-on approach (this will include some real offal, but don’t worry – no 
animals were hurt during the making of our mummification workshop!)

So if you love solving mysteries and learning weird and wonderful facts join 
me as we learn all the awesome things about Ancient Egypt!

Awesome Egyptians!

Presenter: Sally Wood

Have you ever wondered why the grass is green or why sunsets are red? In 
this workshop you will perform experiments that split white light into the 
rainbow and put it back together again. 

We will look at how light bounces between mirrors, bends through lenses, 
makes the small big and the big small. You will also investigate how the eye 
and brain work together to “see” colours and how we can use light to create 
feelings of hot or cold, happy or sad in theatre.

Come and bring your inquisitive brains, your imaginative minds and your 
creative selves and learn things about light you never even thought of 
before!

Coloured by Light

Presenter: John Kennedy

Want to start programming games? Kodu is a simple visual programming 
language. All what is required is a vivid imagination and you’re on your way to 
creating an immersive 3D world.

Programming games with Kodu means you avoid typing code and all your 
games are executed in a 3D environment. You design the rules of your games, 
the characters and the environments. All this is done visually by dragging items 
around the screen and placing them where you like. Then you tell the character 
where to go and what to do. Once you’ve created your masterpiece, you can 
share your game with your family and friends. 

Bring your own USB to save your work.

Kodu Video Game Lab

Presenter: Sergio Ambrosi



Do you love Frozen or The Lion King?  These are movies that have singing 
in them. When you see live plays with singing in them, it’s called musical 
theatre.  So, if you think you can sing, dance and act all at the same time, 
come and join the fun! 
We’ve got two days to learn the words, sing the parts, and use the stage to 
tell a story with song. The song will not be from Frozen or The Lion King, it 
will be a surprise. 

You can invite your family and friends to come along to see your group 
performance. No dancing experience required, but some choir or singing 
lesson experience would be a huge advantage. So long as you can sing in 
tune and you’re up for a challenge then we’d love you to join us! We 
welcome applications from boys and girls to take part in this workshop.

Do you want to learn to duel with words? To engage in a battle of wits and 
construct clever arguments? Then debating is for you. 
In this workshop you will build on your public speaking and debating 
skills, learn how to put together a debating model, create clever 
arguments and shut down your opposition with witty rebuttal. You will 
also learn about the role of each speaker in a debate and the way debates 
are structured, as well as how to speak with passion and persuasion.
You will learn to enjoy working as part of a team where everyone 
contributes ideas and you will learn the sportsmanship of debating, where 
the most important thing is not winning but the enjoyment and 
intellectual stimulation of a great argument. 

Most of us “think” in similar, often simple patterns, regardless of our 
intelligence. The ability to break out of these patterns and think in more 
complex patterns or “think outside the box” is the mark of many 
successful people.

This course will provide a wide array of challenges to your way of 
thinking. You will have an opportunity to see how “clever” you really are 
when confronted with ideas, puzzles, optical illusions, mind problems and 
riddles which may perplex conventional thinkers. You will also consider, 
discuss and explore case studies of social and ethical dilemmas where 
real people need to think of solutions to difficult problems with no simple 
answer.

Along the way you will learn about the brain and how it works, how and 
why people think the way they do and how you can be even better at it than 
you are now. The course is structured for both fun and competition for 
individuals and deep thoughtful cooperation among the group.

3D printing is one of the fastest growing technologies in the world. Have 
you ever dreamed up an idea or product but not known how to make it 
real? Participants in this workshop can begin their journey towards 
becoming designers, makers and entrepreneurs. 

After this hands-on workshop you will be aware of how to:
• Operate a generic FDM (fused deposition modelling) 3D printer
• Prepare models to print with slicing software
• Learn how to troubleshoot your prints
• Bring your own designs to life using free CAD software
• Engage in project based learning and use critical thinking skills
• Create your own name tag, design and 3D print a solution to a prob-

lem!  
• Create your own 3D Printed Tic Tac Dispenser. If you would like your 

Tic Tac Dispenser 3D Printed, it will cost an extra $15.00. 

Writing gives you a chance to find your point of view and to explore ways of 
composing the stories that you want to share. 
You will experiment with different ways of writing to discover what suits 
your storytelling. You will have the opportunity to create interesting 
characters facing challenges and tensions in worlds that you imagine. 

Be prepared to challenge yourself to find ways to express your ideas and to 
construct engaging stories.

Musical Theatre

Presenter: Sam McMahon

The Great Debate

Presenter: Jenna Appoloni

Brain Challenge

Presenter: Bruce Sander
3D Printing & CAD Modelling

Presenters: Ben & Heike Roberts, Modfab Pty

The Joys of Writing

Presenter: Elaine Sander

YEARS 5 & 6 WORKSHOPS

Create a ‘Funky’ Picture Book

Presenter: Judith Radin

Calling all young authors! Got a great idea for a story? Want to get creative 
with words and pictures? Then come and make a funky picture book with 
us. 
You’ll create and arrange your own hand-drawn illustrations using 
coloured pencils, textas and a variety of scrap materials, then scan your 
artwork and add your story text using Pages software. Finally, you will 
print a full-colour copy of your book to take home along with all your files 
on USB to keep.

Coding With Touch

Presenters: ‘Devika’

Creative Coding Through  Games And Apps is a first semester introduction 
to computer science course built with Touch Develop. 

Touch Develop helps young people learn to think creatively, reason 
systematically, and work collaboratively — essential skills for life in the 
21st century. 
It sets out to give the young students experience in beginning to code, 
working in teams, making creative solutions to problems, and understand 
fluency in mathematics through the creative and building aspects of drop 
and drag development.

Are you fascinated by mythical creatures and an unknown world that lies 
beneath the Pacific Ocean? Or perhaps a whispering forest controlled by 
the thoughts of those who enter its forbidden layer?
 Come and explore your creative writing skills and participate in a fun-filled 
workshop where you will compose and share an original text.
This workshop will introduce writers to the features of creative writing 
and allow them to develop an innovative digital text using an iPad (and 
program of their choice e.g. iMovie). Writers will be given the freedom to 
draw on any idea they wish and can design characters and prompts to use 
in their text. On the second day of the workshop, parents and friends will 
be invited to view the texts that have been created. The story deemed most 
creative will be shared on the University of Wollongong Learning Labs 
webpage. 

 Young writers are encouraged to bring their own iPad to this workshop. 

Writing for the Creative

Presenter: Amanda-Rita Gigliotti

Mathematics is amazing! It helps us describe the world around us. It is 
logical. It makes sense. It is universal. No matter what language you speak, 
1 + 1 = 2.  
In this workshop we will work with the other side of Maths! The secret 
Maths! The Maths that is illogical, that has no real world connections. The 
Maths that is so abstract and bizarre that it confuses you yet you can not 
help but marvel in its beauty. 

Be prepared to work with the impossible... and hopefully keep your sanity 
in the process.

Mathematics for the AbSurd

Presenter: David Jacques



YEARS 5 & 6 WORKSHOPS

Are you a creative, dramatic, deep thinking, bubbly person? Do 
people use drama queen or over the top to describe you? Do 
you yearn to have the bright lights of the theatre shining on you 
while thousands of people clap?
How does it all start? How do modern performers and directors 
create drama and theatre? The ability to use improvisation and 
play to create performance is one of the building blocks of the 
modern theatre. 
In these workshops you will have the opportunity to perform 
and play with a range of styles using your voice and body as the 
tool to create unique and interesting characters culminatin
g with a performance at the end of each day. All you need are 
flexible ideas, clothing and the energy to make this happen.

From Idea to Stage

Presenter: Heath Dennelly

How can we contribute to making the world a better place 
through the arts and environmental education? 
This workshop combines Global Contexts with Visual Art taking 
students on a creative inquiry exploring various medium 
including ink, charcoal drawing, monoprint and relief 
printmaking techniques along with collecting recycled materials 
to construct their very own sculpture. Students will begin a 
journey towards global citizenship. 
The workshop will look at innovative ideas and bring awareness 
to students about global issues, live more sustainable lives and 
reduce their ecological footprints. 

Innovative Sustainability

Presenter: Sara Colville

Video games have become one of the most popular forms of 
entertainment across the globe. 

A flexible medium, video games allows the player to experience 
things that would not be possible in any other medium. But have 
you ever wondered how video games are built, and what goes 
into building one?  

The “Introduction to Building Video Games” workshop is a 
crash-course introduction into the world of game construction. 
In this workshop, you will learn about how video games are 
produced, by constructing your own game! Learn to draw your 
own game art, create your own special effects, and of course tie it 
all together with some programming!

Introduction to Building Video Games
Presenters: Alexander Kelly & Tristan Taylor

Force is one of the key concepts that physicists use to describe 
the world. 
In this hands-on workshop we will use both everyday objects as 
well as specialist physics equipment to explore different types of 
forces. We will carry out experiments to find out about gravity, 
magnetism, friction, electricity, buoyancy, air resistance, sur-
face tension and more. 

We will design experiments to test the effect of forces, work 
together to construct objects to solve problems, learn to use 
physics language to describe our results and make animated 
videos to explain what we have learned. 

May the Force Be With You

Presenter: Lorna Jarrett

Back by popular demand, learn the secrets of SPEED 
MATHEMATICS. 

You will amaze yourself, family and friends when you 
discover the world of mentally multiplying very large 
numbers faster than you could tap the digits into a 
calculator. You will learn to recognise patterns and 
increase your speed and accuracy.

The Momentum Maths workshop will promote your 
confidence, offer you a real understanding of numbers, 
increase your mental agility & intelligence and most 
importantly, sharpen your mind!

Bring your calculator along to CHECK your calculations 
but NOT to actually DO your calculations.

Momentum Mathematics

Presenter: Liza Booth

Have you ever wondered how we are able to play lovely 
songs on our musical instruments? Also have you ever 
thought that mathematics plays a BIG role in this?  You 
will explore this secret in this two day workshop through 
some fun activities and games. 

You will learn the relation of musical scales and rhythms 
with the help of fractions and will put them to action with 
some hands on activities. You will then put the knowledge 
together to build your own musical instrument. This will 
be a great 
opportunity to see how you finally play some popular songs 
on our own instrument and amaze everyone. 

No previous musical knowledge is required for this, but 
this workshop may bring out a little Mozart or Beethoven 
hidden in you.

Musical Mathematics

Presenter: Deepti Vinod Panicker

“One can argue that there is a basic human need for 
narrative.  It is one of the basic fundamental tools or 
making sense of experience – has been, back as far 
as you can go in history” 
 - David Lodge.   

This workshop covers the main points of story 
writing in depth and extends students’ story writing 
skills though character development, figures of 
speech, text type variations and developing 
atmosphere  – all while having fun and the freedoms 
of expression.

Nuts About Narratives!

Presenter: Val Mann

Ever wanted to build your own car from scratch? Are you 
interested in hands-on, experiential learning using regular 
household and recyclable materials to make awesome machines? 
Participants in this workshop will experiment with electric 
motors, circuits, gears and physics to design and build their own 
hot rod. They will explore the inner workings of motors and 
gears and in order to create their own mini monster street racer. 
End products will be rated by peers, who will judge them based 
on speed, safety and, just as important, how wicked it looks. 

Mechanics will be able to take home their creations at the 
conclusion of the course.     

  

Hot Rod Garage

Presenter: Richard Ellis

The human brain is the most complex object in the 
universe – your brain allows you to think, to feel, to move, 
to store memories, it controls and coordinates the body’s 
actions and reactions - But the brain is also surprisingly easy 
to trick.

In this workshop we will explore the human brain and brain 
processes. You will learn more about what’s going on in the 
brain and how the brain affects what you see and experience. 

We will do some mind games and experiments designed to 
trick your mind and we will also teach you some simple steps 
to keep your mind sharp.

Mind Games

Presenter: Denise Meuldijk


