How can common curriculum content be integrated constructively across
professional courses in the Faculty of Health Science, improving interdisciplinary
engagement whilst still retaining integrity of individual degree programs?
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The Faculty of Health Science at the University of Tasmania currently teaches professionally accredited undergraduate courses in
Nursing, Pharmacy, Medicine, Biomedical science, Paramedical studies and Medical imaging. Further allied health developments
are being considered.

Logistical and political problems beset the introduction of common units or modules into externally accredited professional
courses. Yet an interdisciplinary approach is needed to model realities in modern healthcare practice.
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The UTAS Faculty of Health Science is adopting a more flexible approach to sharing curriculum content, which has initially been
utilised for the introduction of emerging health issues and demographic trends. This ‘common learning approach’ (CLA) can be
characterized as different models for providing common curriculum content across the health disciplines to achieve Faculty
objectives of:

e increasing teaching and learning efficiency in a climate of expansion in course offerings; and, where this can logically be included:

 improving opportunities for transferable interdisciplinary learning (teamwork activity modelling inter-professional practice in
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curriculu

urricula and which can be recognised as needs across courses. They can be stated in terms general enough to have
cross-disciplinary applicability, and linked to examples of more specific objectives from each of the professional courses.

rri:y part of the project is looking at the identification of ‘common learning outcomes’. These are outcomes generic to the health
cl

shared resource with identified common learning outcomes is more attractive to different teaching Schools for integration into
n existing unit than imposing a prescribed curriculum.

Now the Schools have to set their specific criteria to meet the common learning outcomes and construct appropriate assessment

Challenges




