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Abstract: 

 
Old people in the Riau Islands talk wistfully of the zaman dollar, when life was simple and borders 
didn’t matter. But younger Riau Islanders have a much more complex and ambivalent relationship 
with the Singaporean city-state. Although the bright lights of Singapore are tantalisingly close, the 
riches they represent remain unattainable for the vast majority of Indonesians living in the Riau 
Islands. This paper offers a critical examination of the promises of prosperity made to Riau 
Islanders since the IMS-GT was established. It argues that the contradictory processes of 
Singapore’s regionalisation drive, the apparent arbitrariness of flows of capital from Singapore to 
the Riau Islands and the unequal status of the countries involved in the IMS-GT (and therefore their 
citizens) fuel Riau Islanders’ ambivalence towards their glittering neighbour.    
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