
 
LEGISLATION REVIEW COMMITTEE 
Review of the Human Cloning Act 2002 and the  
Research Involving Human Embryos Act 2002. 

 

MEDIA RELEASE 
 
19th December 2005. 
 

LOCKHART REVIEW SUPPORTS STRONG REGULATION OF 
RESEARCH INVOLVING HUMAN EMBRYOS 

 
The Hon John Lockhart AO QC, a former Federal Court Judge, who has been chairing 
an independent review of Australia’s Prohibition of Human Cloning Act 2002 and the 
Research Involving Human Embryos Act 2002 has delivered the Review Committee’s 
findings to the Australian Government today.  
 
The Minister with portfolio responsibility for the legislation, the Hon Julie Bishop 
MP, Minister for Ageing, has tabled the report out of session in the Senate and the 
House of Representatives and referred it to the Prime Minister in his capacity as the 
Chair of the Council of Australian Governments (COAG).  
 
Mr Lockhart said the two Acts deal with difficult ethical issues about which people 
have different and deeply held views and the Review Committee was very impressed 
at the depth and passion of the submissions and personal presentations made to it over 
the course of the review. 
 
The Committee received 1035 written submission and heard personal presentations 
from 109 people across every State and Territory in Australia.  The Committee also 
consulted with State and Territory Government representatives. 
 
Mr Lockhart said there was clearly overwhelming support from the general public and 
the medical and scientific communities for maintaining a strong regulatory framework 
to oversee work being conducted under the two Acts, including the maintenance of an 
effective system of licensing and monitoring. 
 
“The Committee has concluded that, based on its wide consultations, there is a need 
for an augmentation of the current system to allow research, within a rigorous ethical 
framework, into emerging scientific practices that will assist in the understanding of 
disease and disability,” Mr Lockhart said. 
 
“The Committee believes that it is important for Australia to maintain its role as a 
leader in the advancement of high quality and ethically sound scientific research and 
medical practices.  To this end, we support the continued use of both adult and 
embryonic stem cells under existing guidelines for research and do not recommend 
that any additional legislative restrictions be applied. 
“The Committee also acknowledged the importance of establishing a national stem 
cell bank in Australia, recommending that consideration be given to it being operated 
at the Australian Stem Cell Centre at Monash University in Melbourne.  



 

“The Committee heard strong arguments for reform on experimental fertilisation 
techniques to improve assisted reproductive technology treatment, and we have 
recommended increased regulatory flexibility to facilitate research in this important 
field.  

 
"On the contentious issue of Somatic Cell Nuclear Transfer (SCNT), 
sometimes known as therapeutic cloning, the Committee has given its 
support for SCNT and the creation and the use in research of certain other types of 
experimental embryos in the very early stage of their development and under strict 
ethical and scientific regulation. 

 
“The Committee agreed that the existing prohibitions in place to prevent reproductive 
cloning and the placement of prohibited embryos in the body of a woman should be 
maintained.” 
 
The report is available on the review's website at www.lockhartreview.com.au 
 
Media inquiries:  Kay McNiece, McNiece Communications, 0412 132 585 
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